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T
aking inspiration or borrowing ideas — the 
euphemisms for copying stories and imi-
tating plot lines are many in the Tamil film 
industry as the art of  emulation had be-
come a norm. Over the years, there have 

been several allegations, court cases and compromises 
but the issue of  copyright remains unresolved. Plagia-
rism controversies that hit films like ‘Sarkar’ and ‘96’, 
show how a correction was waiting to happen and how 
the industry may at last be taking baby steps to sort out 
the copyrights issue.

The ‘Sarkar’ controversy regarding the main plot 
being similar to assistant director Varun Rajendran’s 
2007-registered script ‘Sengol’, vertically split the indus-
try into two. After being dragged to court over the film’s 
story, in which the protagonist becomes a victim of  
voter fraud and takes on the system to prevent election 
malpractice, A R Murugadoss opted for an out of  court 
settlement by giving an acknowledgement to Rajendran. 

What could have been solved within a span of  few 
hours was dragged to court and eventually led to the 
resignation of  actor-director and president of  South 
Indian Film Writers Association K Bhagyaraj. The row 
brings to the fore the need for intellectual property 
rights in Tamil cinema, covering every aspect of  film-
making — story, screenplay, music, lyrics and colour 
mixing, to ensure legal safeguards for a creative artist.

Film critics point out several films that have had 
similar plots, including Bhagyaraj’s ‘Chinna Veedu’ 
which was postponed by a few years because it had 
similarities with actor Mohan’s ‘Gopuragal Saivathillai’ 
or Sivakumar’s ‘Rosappu Ravikkaikari’ and ‘Kanni 
Paruvathile’. Murugadoss too has been accused earlier 
for his films ‘Kaththi’ and ‘Ghajini’. Clash with a story 
or a title is unlikely to stop completely, but steps need 
to be taken to prevent it and minimize such occur-
rences, feels producer G Dhananjayan. “The fundamen-
tal problem is that the writers’ association is not a 
transparent system. A complete screenplay is registered 
in Hollywood and protected by the writers’ guild. We 
are more than a 100-year-old industry, but we lack in 
putting the check lists in place.” He suggests that the 
writers’ association develop a website where the core 

idea of  a story-teller is 
registered. So when 
people look for verifi-
cation, similar scripts 
crop up and alert the di-
rector or the writer about the content’s status quo. This 
may be a good start to resolve the issue.”  

Veteran actor Radha Ravi feels that the writers’ as-
sociation must be more cautious and should read the 
stories before giving the go-ahead and more impor-
tantly give a no objection certificate (NOC) for movies. 
“The ‘Sarkar’ problem would not have risen if  owner-
ship was claimed in the beginning. Rajinikanth starrer 
‘Linga’ too faced a similar situation but I solved the 
issue. The best way forward is to keep things clear-cut, 
have policies and principles intact.”   

Ravi says even if  an actor is replaced with another, 
just to avoid friction, an NOC must be obtained from 
the previous actor. “For writers association to be strong 
every story should be vetted and clarified, that is the 
best way forward. The industry is full of  talented people 
but by not solving issues at the right time, things take 
a different tangent. To give you an example, Ram Ku-
mar’s ‘Ratsasan,’ which is making waves, has attracted 
attention in Hollywood and they have bought the rights 
for its remake. This is due process.”             

Though forums like Film Employees Federation Of  
South India, Nadigar Sangam, Producers Council and 
Scriptwriters Association have a system of  their own, 
yet there are loopholes which allow for plagiarism. 
“Avoid controversy by solving the issue at the discussion 
stage. Give everyone involved due credit,” says actor-
director R Parthiban, “Or the best way is take movies 
with no stories, like the way I did for ‘Kathai, Thirai-
kathai Vasanam Iyakkam’,” he says with a laugh.

Film historian Vamanan says the takeaway from 
this episode is need for transparency. “Writers must be 
given due respect and rules have to be in place to avoid 
conflict. MGR’s ‘Sathi Leelavathi’ (1936) too had to face 
copyrights issues. The makers of  ‘Pathi Bhakti’ sued 
the producers of  ‘Sathi Leelavathi’ due to similarities, 
so such charges are not new but to allow them to go 
uncorrected will create bigger problems in future.”
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Aswatthama is dead. Now 
will they kill neutrino project?

I
n a crucial phase of  the Mahabharata war, 
when Drona mounted a fierce attack on the 
Pandavas, Krishna schemed to use Drona’s 
son Aswatthama’s name to dishearten the 

warrior guru. Accordingly, Bhima killed an ele-
phant (a violation of  war rules) called Aswatthama 
and the Pandavas roared: “Aswatthama is dead.”

Drona would trust none but Yudhishtira, who 
would never utter a lie. 

“Is my son dead?” Drona asked him. “Aswat-
thama is dead,” said Yudhishtira, without speci-
fying if  it is the elephant or the man.

Drona threw away his weapons and went 
down on his knees, weeping. And Krishna got 
Drishtadhyumna to behead Drona.

On Friday, self-proclaimed new-age Pandavas 
on social media screamed that the National Green 
Tribunal (NGT) has stayed the proposed India-
based Neutrino Observatory in Theni. It was a 
classic case of  what communication theory calls 
‘distortion of  message’. A section of  the main-
stream media failed to catch this, and ran the fake 
news. All that the NGT said was the project cannot 
be implemented without approval from the Na-
tional Board for Wildlife (TOI, page 10, November 
3), something which is anyway mandatory, for 
which the INO has applied. In other words, it was 
stating the obvious. In fact, the NGT refused to 
stay the environmental clearance given by the 
Union ministry of  environment and forests, which 
was the prayer of  the petitioner who is the coor-
dinator of  an NGO called Poovulagin Nanbargal.

While NGOs giving a spin to facts is an old 
game, what’s appalling is our politicians’ igno-
rance — or their refusal to be less ignorant — of  
science. While an Indian politician with a sci-

entific spirit is a rarity, those few knowledge-
able ones toe the alarmist line of  some environ-
ment activists who cock a snook at environ-
ment science.

Tales about ‘INO Armageddon’, scripted in 
the NGO theatre and merrily mouthed by politi-
cians, range from the frivolous to the frightful. 
One says the neutrino observatory will kill tigers 
in the vicinity (and you thought killing T-1 was 
tough); others warn of  radiation and earthquakes 
that can destroy the Idukki dam).

Indeed, the INO’s PR has been pathetic. In the 
absence of  public consultation, the campaigners 
found it easy to work on public distrust.

This column is not an attempt to rubbish all 
the concerns (there are a few genuine ones which 
are as serious as the ones raised during any lar-
gescale construction activity). Nor does it seek 
to explain how safe and beneficial INO is (Some 
of  the best scientific brains, including a few No-
bel laureates have done it lucidly in this video: 
youtube.com/watch?v=cPATEhMG6zg).

A less informed group, meanwhile, asks what 
is that we gain from observing neutrinos (a tril-
lion of  which pass through you, me and the earth 
every moment without interacting with any-
thing) in a tunnel bored 1,300m deep inside a 
peak. Such naysayers in the past have found 
themselves in the dustbin of  history.

When asked by an economist what we gain 
from discovering the Higgs boson at the Large 
Hadron Collider, physicist David Kaplan said: 
“I have no idea. We have no idea. When radio 
waves were discovered, they weren’t called radio 
waves, because there were no radios. They were 
discovered as some sort of  radiation. Basic sci-
ence for big breakthroughs needs to occur at a 
level where you’re not asking, ‘What is the eco-
nomic gain?’ You’re asking, ‘What do we not 
know, and where can we make progress?’ So, 
what is the LHC good for? Could be nothing 
other than just understanding everything.”

ARUN RAM

STORYBOARD

Minister Kadambur C Raju is dissident leader T T V Dhinakaran’s sleeper cell 
within the party — G V Markandeyan, FORMER AIADMK MLA

Quite a slumber party POKER FACE

LEADERS OF CHANGE? DMK’s M K Stalin, S Thirunavukkarasar of the Congress and VCK chief 
Thol Thirumavalavan at MDMK leader Vaiko’s anti-neutrino rally in March

CONTROVERSY FILES 

A written outline of a full-fledged story or a 
script qualifies for copyright protection. In the US 
protection is automatically afforded to “original 
works of authorship that are fixed in a tangible 
form of expression” — this refers to anything on 
paper or saved as a computer file

But professionals also register their script to 
have proper evidence in court and to 
create a public record of its existence 

Registering scripts with the Writers 
Guild of America (WGA) creates a 
public record of authorship. There are 
two WGA branches in Los Angeles and New York, 
which keep the material on file for either five or 
ten years, or longer if you pay for renewals

Though WGA registration is quick and 
convenient, it is not a substitute for registering 
the material with the US Copyright Office that 
lasts for the life of the copyright — an author’s life 
plus 70 years

COPING WITH 
THE COPYCATS

HOW FILMS ARE 
PROTECTED IN THE US

Experts suggest 
developing a website 
where the core idea of a 
story-teller is registered,
so  that when people look 
for verification, similar 
scripts crop up

Using a plagiarism 
detection software for 

registered scripts

WHAT 
KOLLYWOOD 

CAN DO

‘Sarkar’ Controversy 
Shows Need For 
System To Address 
Copyright Violations 
In Tamil 
Cinema

When Varun Rajendran approached South Indian 
Film Writers Association accusing ‘Sarkar’ director 
A R Murugadoss of plagiarism, SIFWA head 
filmmaker K Bhagyaraj looked into the matter and 
concluded that the main plot of ‘Sengol’ and 
‘Sarkar’ were the same

After a Madras high court 
intervention, Murugadoss agreed 
to give credit to Rajendran with a 
message appreciating his similar 
thought with that of Murugadoss in 
penning the story 

Following the row, Bhagyaraj has resigned from 
the post of president at SIFWA. He also rendered 
an apology to ‘Sarkar’ producer Sun Pictures 

Madurai: The Madurai
bench of the Madras high co-
urt directed the Tamil Nadu
State Transport Corpora-
tion (TNSTC), Kumbak-
onam division-II to pay ̀̀ 39.5
lakh as compensation to the
family of a Southern Rail-
way employee who was kil-
led four years ago in an acci-
dent involving a TNSTC bus.

While the bench reduced
the compensation from 
`̀49 lakh awarded by a tribu-
nal last year on an appeal
from the corporation, the
award is still higher than the
original claim of `̀25 lakh
compensation from the vic-
tim’s family.

The victim, Mohanraj,
was a technician with Sout-
hern Railway’s mechanical
department at the time of
the accident. According to
the petition filed by his fami-
ly, Mohanraj, 55, was riding
his two-wheeler on October
20, 2014, along the Trichy-
Chennai bypass road when a
TNSTC bus knocked him
down. He died of injuries
two days later.

His family moved the ac-
cident claims tribunal see-
king a compensation of

`̀25 lakh. The TNSTC, in its
counter, said the accident
was a result of rash and neg-
ligent driving by the two-
wheeler rider. The tribunal,
however, came to the conclu-
sion that the accident was a
result of rash driving by the
bus driver and directed the
transport corporation to pay
`̀49.4 lakh to the family of
the deceased.

The TNSTC appealed
against the tribunal’s order.
When the petition came up
for hearing before Justice 
V M Velumani, the TNSTC’s
counsel argued that the tri-
bunal failed to appreciate
that the accident was a re-
sult of negligence by the
two-wheeler rider. Justice
Velumani made partial
changes to the compensa-
tion awarded under various
heads and held that the
transport corporation was
liable to pay ̀̀ 39.5 lakh relief
in two months.

TNSTC to pay `̀39L
relief to kin of man
killed in accident
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

The victim, Mohanraj,
was a technician with
S Rly’s mechanical
department. He was
knocked down by a
TNSTC bus

Madurai: The new set of
judges who will preside over
proceedings at the Madurai
bench of the Madras high
court from Thursday has been
notified by the chief Justice’s
office. Justice K K Sasidharan
will be the administrative
judge for three months and
will preside over the first
bench, also comprising Jus-
tice P D Audikesavalu, a re-
lease said. 

A division bench of Jus-
tice R Subbiah and Justice R
Tharani will hear habeas cor-
pus pleas and income tax ap-
peals. A division bench of Jus-
tice S S Sundar and Justice C
Saravanan will hear writ ap-
peals relating to education.
Justice R Subramanian will
hear first appeal petitions and

second appeals from 2007-2010
while Justice J Nisha Banu
will hear civil miscellaneous
appeals from 2012. Writ pet-
itions relating to service from
2015 will be heard by Justice G
Jayachandran while Justice T
Ravindran will hear second
appeals from 2015.

Justice R M T Teeka Ra-
man will hear criminal revi-
sion up to 2011. Justice V Bha-
vani Subbaroyan will hear
writ petitions relating to edu-
cation and Justice A D Jag-
dish Chandra criminal ap-
peals on crime against wom-
en. Justice G R Swaminathan
will hear petitions on labour.
Cases relating to the CBI will
be heard by Justice P Velmu-
rugan. Justice T Krishnavalli
will hear second appeals up to
2006 and Justice M Nirmal Ku-
mar bail applications.

New set of judges to lead
Madurai bench from Nov 8 
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Chennai: The dry tanks at Ve-
danthangal and Karikili bird
sanctuaries in neighbouring
Kancheepuram district have
attracted few winged visitors.

Both places, which are re-
ferred to as a paradise for bird
watchers, have almost no wa-
ter this time, wildlife officials
said. Vedanthangal is located
about 87km from Chennai and
Karikili is an additional 12km
further away.

At present, the portion of
the Vedanthangal tank that
was deepened and desilted be-
fore the migratory season be-
gan last year has only about 5ft
of water. The near-dry tank
has so far attracted only small
birds. About 300 to 400 birds ar-

rive at Vedanthangal in the
evening and they stay till the
next morning. 

Karikili is an ideal loca-
tion to spot several species of
duck but at present, the sanc-
tuary only has about 200 birds,
range officer G Subbiah said.

With large portions of both
tanks dry, migratory birds
have not dropped by so far. The
tanks get water from the near-
by Vellaputhur lake after the
southwest monsoon sets in. 

The good monsoon we re-
ceived in 2016 and 2017 boosted

water quantity, which in turn
attracted nearly 4,000 birds,
Subbiah said. As a result, the
sanctuaries were thrown open
to the public much earlier
than usual. 

In 2017, the public could
visit the sanctuaries in Octo-
ber and in 2016, visitors were
allowed on September 30. This
year, the sanctuaries were
closed in June when both
tanks still stored a good
amount of water, Subbiah
said.

The tanks are equally de-
pendent on the northeast mon-
soon, following which they are
usually filled to the brim. 

At least a dozen water bod-
ies are located in and around
Vedanthangal, which are feed-
ing grounds for the winged

visitors. Madurantakam lake
is one of the most important
among them, he said.

Open-billed storks, white
ibises and egrets, the main mi-
gratory birds, are the first
ones to land in Vedanthangal
every year. While birds be-
longing to the three species
have landed here this year too,
they have arrived in much
smaller numbers. Not more
than 400 birds were seen this
year. In Karikili too, fulvous
whistling duck and spot-billed
ducks have come in small
numbers. 

Once the northeast mon-
soon brings in more showers,
officials are hoping to see
many more birds and ducks in
both places this migratory
season.

Dry tank brings few birds to Vedanthangal 
Oppili.P@timesgroup.com

The near-dry Vedanthangal tank has so far attracted only 300 birds

Madurai: A 50-year-old fish-
erman from Muttom village
in Kanyakumari district,
who was detained for an in-
quiry, died in police custody.
While police maintained
that he collapsed and died on
the way to the station, rela-
tives have alleged foul play.
Sagayaraj was picked up by
the Manavalakurichi police
for creating a ruckus when
drunk on Saturday night. 

Police said Sagayaraj was
rushed to a hospital, where
doctors said he was brought
dead. A case was registered
under CrPC section 176 –
death in police custody. TNN

Fisherman
dies in police

custody

Chennai: Dismissing DMK
leader S Duraimurugan’s
charges that `̀186 crore had
gone down the drain as private
land was not acquired to store
Krishna water, fisheries minis-
ter D Jayakumar on Sunday
said the government had ac-
quired 1,485 acres to build a res-
ervoir at Thervoy Kandigai in
Tiruvallur district and 65% of
work was complete.

There was some delay in ac-
quiring land for the project as
owners approached the court
seeking compensation as per
the Right to Fair Compensa-
tion and Transparency in Land
Acquisition, Rehabilitation
and Resettlement Act, 2013,
said the minister in a
statement. 

The new reservoir, with
storage capacity of 1tmc, would
be an additional water source
for Chennai city. 

Slamming Duraimurugan
for his “false statements”, Jaya-
kumar said the former PWD
minister was trying to divert
attention from the inquiry
ordered by the Madras high
court in connection with a case
regarding alleged irregulari-
ties in the construction of the
new secretariat-cum-assembly
complex, “resulting in 

`̀400-crore loss to the state ex-
chequer”. Coming down heavi-
ly on the DMK for allegedly vio-
lating procedures in imple-
menting projects and abandon-
ing them halfway through,
Jayakumar said it has been left
to the AIADMK government to
complete several incomplete
projects. The AIADMK govern-
ment has made efforts to com-
plete the bridge across Adyar
River to connect Tharapakkam
and Anakkaputhur, which was
left incomplete by the DMK
government, which starting
the project in April 2008. 

“Since a few of the pillars of
the bridge was to come up on
land owned by the Indian Air
Force, it was stopped abruptly”
he added. The minister said his
government had also con-
ceived a project to construct a
reservoir across Kosasthalai-
yar River at Thirukandalam in
Tiruvallur district in 2012 at 
`̀35 crore. But, it was completed
by 2014 at ̀̀ 28.19 crore.

DMK leader’s claims a
bid to divert attention
from HC probe: Min

Fisheries minister D Jayakumar
(left) & DMK’s S Duraimurugan
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Chennai: Makkal Needhi
Maiam leader Kamal Haa-
san on Sunday criticised po-
litical parties and politicians
for looking at people’s wel-
fare schemes as alms given to
those who beg, and
continuing to indulge in cor-
ruption as if it is their “full-
time occupation”.

“It is no surprise that
these entities are trembling
in fear at the sight of our par-
ty that stands in contrast to
them in terms of both integ-
rity and individuality,” said
the actor-turned-politician
in his birthday message to
party workers and fans. He
turns 64 on November 7.

He said they had “the re-
sponsibility of leading the
state out of this unpreceden-
ted dark age” and to remove
such foreboding dark
thoughts and ideas from the
minds of the people of
Tamil Nadu and the country
at large.

He said his party was de-
void of nepotism and the un-
necessary individual praise
generally associated with
politics. He requested party
workers to spend their time
in developing programmes
for respective areas rather
than wishing him in person.
The MNM leader urged
workers to join together to

make his dream a reality.
Emphasising on organ

donation, Kamal said contin-
uing to serve society even af-
ter one’s death was a noble
concept, which can be
achieved through organ do-
nation. “The party and I, per-
sonally, have been involved
in an organ donation drive in
the past,” he said and added
that it can be done in a grand
manner this time. He also re-
quested functionaries to con-
duct general medical and

blood donation camps in
their respective areas be-
tween November 7 and 10.

The organ donation cam-
paign should focus on rural
areas, in particular, areas af-
fected by dengue and H1N1.
Blood donation camps orga-
nised as part of the pro-
gramme should benefit gov-
ernment hospitals. “Let us
do our duty and create histo-
ry. Our political ascent
should translate into TN’s as-
cent,” said the actor.

Political parties see welfare
schemes as alms: Kamal

Chennai: BJP state president
Tamilisai Soundararajan

on Sunday said
people should
be able to cele-
brate Diwali
without fear.
Without direct-
ly referring to

the Supreme Court’s order
that imposed restrictions on
the use of fireworks, Tamili-
sai said people were anxious
and scared about bursting
crackers.

In a statement conveying
her Diwali greetings to the
public, Tamilisai said, “Ev-
eryone’s life should flourish
and the lives of firecracker
(industry) workers should al-
so prosper.” 

A couple of days ago,
Union minister and BJP lead-
er Pon Radhakrishnan,
following the apex court’s ver-
dict on fireworks, triggered a
controversy by wondering
aloud if the police would puni-
sh children for bursting
crackers. 

“Nearly 90% of those light-
ing fireworks are children,
mostly school goers. Will the
law be imposed on them?
Court directions should be
something that are practical-
ly implementable,” he said.

BJP TN prez:
Diwali should
be celebrated
without fear
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Madurai: In what is seen as a run-up to the yet-to-be-announced
bypoll to the Thiruparankundram assembly constituency, Kamal
Haasan’s Makkal Needhi Maiam has begun wooing voters
through social service. Party workers cleaned the Nallathangal
tank, which had not been cleaned in a decade, on Avaniapuram –
Thiruparankundram Road. A party worker, who did not wished to
be named, admitted that they were doing it with an eye on votes.
V P Mani, an MNM leader, said the party’s next plan was to clean
a ditch filled with sewage near a temple. TNN

MNM bypoll work in Thiruparankundram

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

HITTING OUT: The MNM leader slammed politicians saying they
indulged in corruption as if it is their “full-time occupation”
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