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# Relief work in full swing at Nilgiris
After keeping hundreds of scientists on tenterhooks for three years, the @ Bookmark Videos
Centre on Friday finally sounded the death knell for the Indian Neutrino
Observatory, which was to showcase India's science prowess to the world.

In the face of stiff opposition from NGOs
s claiming INO’s disastrous impact on wildlife,
&« Environment minister Jairam Ramesh has
decided not to permit construction at
Singara in the Nilgiri district. It falls within
the buffer zone of Mudhumalai tiger reserve.

" Curiously, Ramesh took the decision after
agreeing that “scientists involved in the INO
project are as mindful of environmental
issues as the NGOs who are against it” and
“commending the INO environment impact
assessment for the sensitivity demonstrated to environmental issues”.
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The Rs 900-crore project involves setting up of detectors in a two-km-long and 1,300- \Webmaster.
metre-deep tunnel to look for an esoteric cosmic particle called neutrino. INO’s

research hub was to be located in Mysore. It was supposed to be one of the most

important experimental physics facilities in the world.

But green activists were up in arms against INO. They first argued that it falls within an
elephant corridor and subsequently pointed out that it is within the buffer zone of
Mudhumalai tiger reserve notified in 2008.

When the project took off, the tiger reserve was nowhere in place. It was notified only
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last year. Singara site received geological and environmental clearance, but not the Git
forest clearance. An official assessment was conducted by Rajesh Gopal, member thne
secretary, National Tiger Conservation Authority. He ruled against the project. Email

Last August, ten of the world’s top physicists, including Nobel laureates Sheldon

Glashow and Masatoshi Kosiba, appealed to Prime Minister Manmohan Singh Interested in buying

requesting him to salvage the INO project. a notebook? ©
(@)
Ye N .
Ramesh admitted that veteran Indian Institute of Sciences ecologist R Sukumar, who Pe:vacy PZIicy | Photo Gallery Cricket
worked in the Nilgiri forests for 20 years, had prepared a note on the INO project at his .o Use | Tracking Talent ﬁtﬁe:ﬁfp
behest which clearly states “arguments against Singara are, to a very large extent, Disclaimer ) COREBOARD
exaggerated and misplaced”. [ CRICKET LIVE |
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In a letter to the department of atomic energy secretary Anil Kakodkar — a copy of 2nd Test , Nov 24
which is available with Deccan Herald — the minister said he thought “long and hard Sri Lanka trail by 356
about the INO Project” but “the decision must go against Singara”. runs
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Scientists have now been asked to “seriously consider” an alternate site at Suruliyar, 57/4 (23 OZS)
lose to Madurai in Tamil Nadu, T Samaraweera* 1(12)
close : A Mathews 2(14)
Go to Top More Matches|
SCORECARD WITH
Replay © LIVE COMMENTARY]|
Cleartrip.com is a habit cleartrip.(om
Make it yours! makingtravelsimple
View more photos
s Replay Movie Guide Horoscope
SUMO Test dves E-Broch =
EFEM:E pa— est drive -Brochure « Year 2009
More than meets the eye & P * Dealer Locator
- s = Weekly

= Daily Astrospeak
= Calender 2009

User Comments

11/26/2009 7:07 PM

http://www .deccanherald.com/content/37091/knell-sounded-neutrino-o...



Knell sounded for neutrino observatory in Nilgiris

[ Post Comments ]
Write a comment

Name

Email ID*

Your message

1500  chars left

Disclaimer: Kindly do not post any abusive, defamatory, infringing, obscene,
indecent, discriminatory or unlawful material or SPAM. Deccan Herald reserves
the right to block/ remove without notice any content received from users.

Enter the text as it is shown in the box below

Security Code* 574935

[ Add this C | [ Cancel |

Be the first to comment on this Article.

AboutUs | News | Business | Sports |

Ad Links

India Flowers - Florist
Hyderabad Mumbai
Gurgaon Bangalore

Send gifts to India,
Send Flowers,
Valentine gifts & rakhi
to India. Send gifts to
Mumbai, Bangalore,
Hyderabad, Chennai &
Delhi.

Send Flowers, Cakes,
Chocolate, Fruits to
Pune

http://www .deccanherald.com/content/37091/knell-sounded-neutrino-o...

Sadu Kokila directed
Devaru is about life and
its many combinations

DECCAN HERALD
PRAJAVANI
RATE CARD

| Advertisement Tariff <

and complications. The Classifieds Tariff du
story is about how best e

one can make use of life ez AneBbm?

to make... #nd dmzd

www.prajavani.net

ICICI Home Loans @ 8.75%

Low EMI of Rs.884/Lakh, Home search
assistance+ Home loan Insurance.
ICICI-HomeLoans.com

Find Low Airfares Now?

Book Flights At Discount Prices Limited Seats
Available. Hurry Up!

www.MakeMyTrip.com

The Economist Magazine

Flowers to India , UAE, The Economist At Rs.80 Per Week Subscribe Now
Italy, Spain, Thailand, & Make The Most Of It
Malaysia, UK, Brazil Economistsubscriptions.com
ICICI Car Insurance
Instant Policy, No PaperWork. Fast Cashless
Claims. Buy Online!
ICICILombard.com/MotorInsurance
Ads by Google
Supplements | Contact Us

Copyright 2009, The Printers (Mysore) Private Ltd., 75, M.G Road, Post Box 5331, Bangalore - 560001
Tel: +91 (80) 25880000 Fax No. +91 (80) 25880523

2 of 2

11/26/2009 7:07 PM



