HindustanTimes ePaper - Article

1of1

http://epaper.hindustantimes.com/Articlelmage.aspx?article=05_10 20...

i i
I_ Story in Audio ml [Ernail on | [Print J32 | text visw I:l | [&dd e Clipping IBdE 0 mI

TOP

Ramesh seeks ecological impact
report on mega science project

THE PROJECT

Chetan Chauhan

B chelanFhindestanmes com

NEW DELHE: Union Minister for
Environment and Forest:
Jairam Ramesh has asked the
National Tiger Conservation
Authority (NTCA) to assess the
ecological impact of the Bs %00
crore Neutrine Observatory
(INO), the country’s most ambi-
tious mega science project.

*1 have asked the NTCA to
study the project site before my
visit this month,” Ramesh told
Hindustan Times.

The minister is expected to
visit the site on October 10,

The project, proposed to be
got up deep under the
Mudumalai Tiger Reserve at
Masinagudi in Tamil Nadu, got
the ministry’s emvironment clear-
ance earlier this year but was
stuck with forest clearance due
to opposition from green groups.

While environment elearance
is accorded under the
Environment Protection Act,
the forest clearance is given
under the provisions of the
Forest Conservation Act.
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Bombay Natural History
Society Director Asad Rahmani
and some other conservation-
ists have written to Ramesh
objecting Lo the location of the
observatory,

“There is opposition to the
site of the project but we are
exploring the alternatives,” a
senior environment and forest
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= As this HT report of October 2
said, the mega science project,
proposed o be set up deep
under the Mudumalai Tiger
Reserve, got the ministry's envi-
ronment clearance earlier this
year but was stuck with forest
clearance due to opposition from

ministry official, who was
not willing to be named said.
Ramesh said, “The labora-
tory is important for scientific
leadership and we must find a
way out soon”, For quick action,
the minister has asked NTCA
secretary Rajesh Gopal to study
the implications of the proposed
project and submit a detailed
report by end of this week.
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