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Yesterday’s Question:
Is the Australian
Cricket Team an
arrogant bunch?

Today’s Question:
In the US poll who
would you have
voted for?

31%

Yes
59%

No
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10%
Ask Pawar

sms SU <space> A or B or C
to 4567 for answer.

A:Dems B: Republicans C:Laden
* Premium charges apply 

MOTOROLA RAZER V3I
Want to trade: Motorola Razer V3i.
Will trade for: Anything cool.
Contact: Sunil Vithani on 9833086909

VCD PLAYER
Want to trade: VCD player.
Will trade for: Anything cool/cash.
Contact: prabhu_rn@rediffmail.com

lea mallf

Have anything to trade for something you always wanted to have? Send
your bid to ssppeeaakkuupp@@ddnnaaiinnddiiaa..nneett
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Who called it a 
gentleman’s game — the
English, who spent half their
time trying to knock out the
Australians? In fact, now it is
more subdued. The players are
covered from head to toe.
Earlier, there was bodyline
bowling when Douglas Jardine tried to smash the 
living daylights out of Bradman’s boys.”

——  JJaacckkiiee  SShhrrooffff..  AAccttoorr  aanndd  aarrddeenntt  ccrriicckkeett  ffaann

“

Gentlemen are probably stressed 

Cricket is still a gentleman’s game. The
sledging that Pakistan and Australia used
to get into has reduced considerably, and
that’s a good sign.

The present controversies are indeed an
unhealthy trend which are exposing flaws
of this generation of cricketers. But this
could be happening due to high levels of
stress.

— Vinay Rohira 

Today’s cricketers need more discipline 
With the controversies surrounding the game, one can hardly

call it a gentleman’s game any more. And this is not doing the
game much good.

Lack of discipline has beleaguered the game, thereby starting
an unhealthy trend. It’s sad to see that though the cricketers
should/ have to follow a code of conduct, nobody sticks to it.

— Prakash Rai 

The new ICC: Indian Commercial Cricket 
Cricket has ceased to remain a gentle-

man’s game. This is evident from the con-
troversies the game has been embroiled on
or off the field. Never before has cricket
been dragged into such controversies.

I guess the present generation cricketers
have no love for the game, but are there
only for money. The game has become too
commercialised.

— Akhil Nagpal 

What they do off the field doesn’t matter
Gentleman's game or not, I love the game. I'm not bothered

about what cricketers do off the field. To me, their performance on
field is what matters.

Just watch the game and appreciate or criticise their
performance. Let them do their own things, why bother?

— Nikhil Jadhav

A gentleman’s game?

BAD BOYS’ CLUB: 
■ Ricky Ponting gestures to

Sharad Pawar to hand him the
trophy, in contravention of all
protocol

■ Damien Martyn nudges the
BCCI President off the stage

■ Zimbabwe Test cricketer Mark
Vermulen was banned for one
year for on-field violence. A
few days later, he was charged
with setting a section of the
country's cricket academy 
on fire

■ Shoaib Akhtar and Moham-
mad Asif banned for using
performance-enhancing drugs

■ Shoaib Akhtar accused of
slapping coach Bob Woolmer
and of drunken brawls in a
discotheque apart from un-
pleasant behaviour with Greg 
Chappell’s wife

Statistical evidence:
The number of penalties
imposed on players for breach
of the ICC’s Code of Conduct
has increased since the code
was enforced in 1992:
YYeeaarr  NNoo  ooff  bbrreeaacchheess

1992  9
1993 5
2004 35
2005 36

They say cricket is about pushing one’s limits. But cricketers today seem to be pushing the limits of decency

■■ TThhee  nnuuddggee  tthhaatt  ssaayyss  iitt  aallll:: Damien Martyn pushes Pawar aside as the
Australians converged in a group hug on November 5, 2006 — Vipin Pawar

Rohan Rao. Kalyan

At 6.30am on Sunday, six of us
boarded a bus to Murbad from
Kalyan with plan to trek Durg-
Murbad. From Murbad, we had
to reach Palu, a small settlement
ahead of Dhasai and from there
to Amboli ghat to the foot of
Dhakoba peak. After treading the
barely-motorable road in a jeep,
we finally got there at about 9am.

Amboli ghat is densely forest-
ed and the cattle trails can be
misleading. So we took the
longer route and after an ex-
hausting two-and-a-half-hour
climb, we reached a tiny temple
at the top. There we saw a rocky
patch good enough for a trail and
followed a gully that led us to a
plateau. On the right, we could
see the Dhakoba peak. It was 1pm
by then. We came across two peo-
ple trekking to Amboli. We dis-
cussed routes with them, though
I figured neither of us really
knew what we were talking
about.

We climbed towards Dhakoba
peak. Once we got there, we were

confronted by a magnificent view
of the twin pinnacles of
Gorakhgad and Macchindragad.
The view was breathtaking view.
After impromptu gasping and ex-
claiming, we started on our way
down from the other side. We de-
cided to have lunch at Dhakoba
temple, which lies on the ridge
connecting Durg and Dhakoba.

Dinner seemed to affect our
sense of direction and we found
ourselves staring down a steep
drop. Grudgingly, we retraced
our steps back to the temple and
managed to find the trail to the
base of Durg fort and further to
the Durga devi temple. We
dropped our sacks for the day
and animatedly talked about the
steep descent into the Konkan
through the Kuthedhar ghat the
next day. While a few of us went
to check the route with the locals,
the rest pitched the tent, un-
packed some more food and built
a fire.

We awoke at 6.30 am and
walked through the chilly mist to
reach the top. The windswept
peak glimmered with the first

beams of the morning sun. After
a quick breakfast of bread and
jam, we headed down Kuthedhar
ghat. The 3,000-feet descent into
the Konkan was steep, and mild-
ly put, unnerving. However,
there were handholds all the way

down. We reached the base at
Kuthedhar village after three
frightening, but exciting hours.
We walked for another 30 min-
utes to Rampur and took a jeep
back to Dhasai, tired and exhila-
rated.

These trekkers stumble upon something extraordinary at Dhakoba fort

Been some place interesting? Share your discoveries. Send your travelogues to ssppeeaakkuupp@@ddnnaaiinnddiiaa..nneett

ff roado

■ Breathtaking view of Dhakoba peak from Amboli ghat

DO I PAY THE POLICE TO TERRORISE ME?
Time: 9pm 
Day: October 24, ’06
Place: Churchgate

A BEST ticket checker at the crossroad in front of Eros theatre was manhandling a
disabled person when Naval serviceman Manoj Augustin intervened.

(Incident as narrated by onlookers): Passing by, I saw a heated argument going on
between Augustin and about five policemen who had gathered at the scene in addition to
two BEST ticket checkers. The scene was quite dramatic with the disabled gentleman
pointing at the cops and repeatedly, crying out loudly, “Yeh log chor hai,” while wrapping
his arms tightly around Augustin's legs. This show of disrespect angered cops and what
followed was an absolute disgrace. The policemen ganged up and started slapping and beat-
ing the Naval serviceman. He retaliated with blows but was overpowered and driven away
to the Marine Lines police station.

Noticing that I was photographing the incident, one of the cops pulled me up by the
scruff and ordered me to delete them. He promised to make me pay if I sent any of the pic-
tures to the Press. I had clicked many and deleted some of them to pacify him.

Once cops drew away with the Augustine, two groups of people approached me and said
that cops keep terrorising them without any reason. One of the youngsters asked, "You
haven't deleted all the pictures, have you?" I winked.

This is a peek into the fundamental confusion regarding the role of law and enforce-
ment. We do not pay the police to check whether couple doing their thing at inns around the
city are married, not to force commercial establishments to shut by an arbitrary time and
not at all to ensure that the public respects the police force.

I may choose to jeer the police every time they cross my street. That does not give them
any reason to retaliate. As long as this confusion exists, the tiniest minority in India, the
individual, remains threatened.

— George Mercunis

Been privy to something scandalising? Share it on Speak Up at ssppeeaakkuupp@@ddnnaaiinnddiiaa..nneett and get cash prize

ye witnesse

Catch the unique mood of the city, send it to speakup@dnaindia.net and win cash prizes

umbai momentm

GOT YOUR SPELLINGS WRONG, CADET: THE PARKING LOT WITH WRONGLY
SPELT SCOOTER AT SENA CINEMA COMPOUND IN NAVY NAGAR, COLABA

— SRINIDHI BHEESETTE

It is a known fact that for any commuter the battle for the day is won once he is able to
enter the train and gets a place to stand. Getting a seat is luxury which only the able bod-
ied, their cronies and the return-crowd are entitled to.

Railways, in spite of its best efforts to introduce additional trains and new rakes have
not been able to bring down the misery of commuters. In the light of the above, I suggest
that the Railways dismantle the middle rows of seats in a rake which presently can seat
only 32 commuters thereby leaving enough room for at least 50 commuters to stand. This
will reduce the congestion in the trains considerably. If implemented, to start with the
same can be introduced in five compartments of a nine coach car and seven in the
12 coach car.

This suggestion was earlier rejected by the Western Railways stating that the rakes are
designed for seated travel. It is high time the Railways understood ground realities of
travelling in a train and took measures to improve the ventilation inside the compart-
ments. They should install fans and public address system that actually work. At times, the
PAS announces the names of the approaching railway station and does not serve any real
purpose. The above will also help in curbing playing cards inside the train and bhajan
tolis to some extent.

— Vinod Nair

MAKE WAY RAILWAY, COMMUTERS ARRIVING

Feel strongly about something? Speak up and let the world know. Mail us your opinions on ssppeeaakkuupp@@ddnnaaiinnddiiaa..nneett

y bylinem

Fill each of the blank boxes with the number grid from 1-9, and the letter grid from A-I
with no letters or numbers repeating in vertical, horizontal rows or 3x 3 grids. Do not
repeat any letters in a line. Each puzzle has only one solution.

How to play

For the first time ever: Download Ultimate SUDOKU on
your mobile. SMS <SDK>  to 7575. Downloading charges
Rs 99 per game. Only on GPRS WAP enabled mobile
sets.

Yesterday’s solution

udokus

‘It was a Sikh gentleman
who shot Jessica dead’.
Some gentleman indeed
who goes shooting a girl.

— Ramesh Seth

1745, July 26 is
when first recorded
women's cricket match
was held Send us funky billboards to win cash prizes
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